Good News

October 2022

World Communion Day
While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread , and after blessing it he broke
it, gave it to the disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; this is my body.’ Then he took a
cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you; for
this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness
of sins.
Matthew 26:26-28

"Celebration" by John August Swanson https://chapel.duke.edu/world-communion-sunday-oct-6-0

The first Sunday in October is designated as World Communion Sunday,
which celebrates our oneness in Christ with all our brothers and sisters around the
world. It originated in 1933 when Dr. Hugh Thompson Kerr conceived of it as an
attempt to bring churches together in a service of Christian unity. Since then, it
has been an example of how we are all God’s children and that it is never more
obvious than when we gather together around the table that Christ sets for us,
regardless of time or location. This year our congregation will gather around the
table and celebrate World Communion Sunday on October 2nd, remembering
that it is Christ who calls us and unites us as one.

But what is communion? The Lord’s Supper (or Eucharist) is a sign of
our communion with the crucified and risen Lord. “When we gather at the
Lord’s Supper, the Spirit draws us into Christ’s presence and unites with the
Church in every time and place. We join with all the baptized faithful in heaven
and on earth in offering thanksgiving to the triune God. We reaffirm the promises
of our baptism and recommit ourselves to love and serve God, one another, and
our neighbors in the world.”[1]
In the Reformed Tradition, we believe that communion is a sign of God’s
covenant with us. In communion we remember and celebrate:
· the bread of Passover and the gift of manna in the wilderness
· the meals that Christ ate with his disciples and friends while on earth
· the heavenly banquet feast that God is preparing for us in heaven
Communion is not only a place, but also a calling; God is calling us beyond
ourselves to love and serve God, one another, and our neighbors in the world.
I wish I could tell you that I understand what happens at communion, but I
cannot. I know that the Holy Spirit shows up and something miraculous
happens. We are reminded that we are only a small piece in such a great cloud of
witnesses, and we are reminded that we are full of God’s love. We remember the
gifts of God from the beginning of time through all of eternity, and we remember
the great sacrifice Jesus made for us. And we know that through his brokenness,
we are made whole. We cannot understand communion, but we know that it is a
sign and symbol of God’s love for us and the love we
are to show for the world.
[1]

The Book of Common Worship

Our first Community Lunch will be on Oct. 2nd. Thank you to those who
have volunteered to bring food and to help with set up, clean up and
serving. We are looking forward to eating together with our neighbors.

Faces of Our Faith
For the last three and half months we have been looking at some of the
more obscure Biblical characters. What have we learned from some of those that
are often overlooked in biblical narratives? We have heard about the bravery of
Shiphrah and Puah, midwives for the
Hebrew women in Egypt, who defied
Pharoah and let the baby boys live.
The daughters of Zelophehad spoke
up and challenged the status quo for
women and brought about a change
in the Israelite law. Queen Vashti
refused an order of her husband, the
king, even though she knew she
would lose her position and possibly her life. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
would not bow down to a statue even when threatened with being thrown into a
furnace of blazing fire.
From the New Testament we also had several examples to inspire our faith.
Anna did not lose hope as she waited many years to see the promised Messiah.
Mary Magdalene searched for Jesus’ body and
found her Risen Lord. Phillip followed the directions
of the Holy Spirit and was able to share the gospel
with the rich and powerful Ethiopian Eunuch.
Though Eutychus fell asleep while Paul was

preaching and fell to his death, he was revived and we learned the importance of
passionate worship.
These people, obscure though they may be, highlight actions that point us
to a right relationship with God. Knowing about them helps us to know more
about how we are to live our lives. They are examples that we want to follow.
Also we have remembered those individuals in our own lives who have had
an impact on us. We give thanks for their lives
and the inspiration they provided to us. And we
rejoice that God sent them into our lives to
enrich us or help us to grow. Although our
series will come to a close October 2nd, let’s
continue to notice and be thankful for the
people who help us to see and know God in new ways. As we consider their lives,
let’s be reminded that we all play a role in shaping the world around us. We are
all participants in God’s story of redemption and grace.

Blessings,

Mary Jane

Help Is Needed
Please consider signing up on the tablet in the
west lobby to help clean the church one weekend
this month. We can do it if we all pitch in!

Attendance
Sept 4

35

Sept 11

30

Sept 18

31

Sept 25

23

Two Little Pumpkins Are On Their Way!
Join us for a twin baby shower honoring
Monica
Sunday, October 30th, 2022 at 12:00 pm
All women of the church are invited!
First Presbyterian Church Parlor
Registered at Amazon, Walmart, and Target
Service Opportunity
The food pantry at Grace Presbyterian Church on Rodney Parham Road In Little
Rock will be handing out groceries on Thursday October 20th.
They need help bagging the perishable items and loading the groceries into cars
as people arrive. I usually stay from 3:45 pm until about 6:15. If you would like to
help with this ministry, please let me know.

Karen
Bible Book Study
Join us at 10:00 a. m. each Wednesday
for our Bible/book study. We hope to

The Presbyterian Women’s Circle will meet on the third Tuesday —October 18—at 10 a.m.

All are welcome.

Everyone is welcome!

see you there!

Watch this space for details about a fantastic
project. You will want to be a part of this!

Youthquake 2022 will be October 14-16 at Ferncliff.

The theme for this

year is “When Did You See Me” from Matthew 25. This exciting weekend will
include lots of fun activities as well as Bible study and small group discussions.
Elizabeth is on the planning team for Presbytery of Arkansas youth activities this
year so she is helping prepare for this fabulous weekend and will also help in
leading the event. Jacelynn and Denisse will be attending and Mary Jane will go
as a sponsor. Please keep them in your prayers as they have an opportunity to
grow in Christ and enjoy being with other Presbyterian youth.

The KINDNESS CREW at Presbyterian Village,
in response to the residents’ request for a way to give back to the Community,
is partnering with Grace Presbyterian Church and McDermott Elementary School
to provide each of the 342 students (90% below poverty level) with a book
personalized with their own name on it. The book drive will hopefully raise $2,500 by
October 28, 2022. If your Church or you personally would like to participate in this
worthwhile project along with the residents, please mail a check to:
Presbyterian Village Foundation,
510 Brookside Drive, Little Rock, AR 72205
with notation: Residents’ Book Project.
Thank you!

Save the Date: Presbyterian Village Fall Festival Cookout
The Village Courtyard on Thurs., Oct. 20, 5-7pm
Contact Gail for details about tickets

Presbyterian Village Auxiliary
Dear Friends and prospective friends of Presbyterian Village,
We hope you will consider helping benefit the seniors residing at Presbyterian Village by making a
contribution to become a Friend of Presbyterian Village Auxiliary. The different levels are shown below and
both men and women are welcome; you can also sign up to volunteer at the Village . Registration forms are
on the tables in the west and south lobbies at church. Some of the projects the Auxiliary have helped
support include the items listed below as well as many others:
HANDICAP OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND TABLE UMBRELLAS
SCHOLARSHIPS TO VILLAGE EMPLOYEES FOR FURTHER STUDIES
EXPENSES FOR DAY TO DAY GAMES AND ACTIVITIES
HOLIDAY PARTIES THROUGHT THE YEAR
PURCHASE OF LARGE PRINT BOOKS FOR THE VILLAGE LIBRARY
ART SUPPLIES FOR ART CLASSES
SUMMER WATERMELON FEAST
OTHER PROJECTS AND NEEDS NOT IN THE VILLAGE BUDGET
Membership Amounts:

Gold Level
Silver Level
Bronze Level
Regular Level

($50 Plus)
($25 Plus)
($11 Plus)
($10 Plus)

Staff Scholarships Fund (any amount)

THANK YOU!

Covering Our Church, Communities, and World With Prayer


Pray for those mentioned on page 4 who will attend Youthquake ‘22!



Pray for our Community Lunch Program, its volunteers, and the people it
serves.



Pray for the increasing numbers of families in need in our community and
for the donors who have supplied food, water, toiletries, clothing, and
bedding for those families.



Pray for the people of Ukraine and the leaders whose decisions affect
peace in the region.



Pray specifically for the recovery of all Covid-19/variant patients, for the
families of those we have lost, and for those at risk. Pray for countries of
the world that are dealing with surges or new strains of the pandemic.



Pray for the continuing safe and rapid distribution of the vaccines/
boosters and for the protection of vaccine supplies. Pray for them to reach
all communities and people equally, for their efficacy against any additional strains that may emerge, and for the reversal of the pandemic in
general.





Pray for the leaders of our nation, state, city, church, and communities.
Pray for all military and veterans.
Pray for all teachers, bus drivers, students, and school employees.

Contact Us
1208 West Main St.
(501) 982-2876
firstpcjax@gmail.com
firstpresjax.com

May the Christ who walks on wounded feet walk with you.
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands stretch out
your hands to serve.
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart open your
heart to love.
And as you leave this place, may you see the face of Christ on
everyone you meet, and may everyone you meet see the face
of Christ on you.
First Presbyterian Church
1208 West Main Street
Jacksonville, AR 72076

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

If you are receiving this newsletter by mistake or would rather get one at the church in person, please let
us know. If you know of someone who would like to receive this newsletter in the mail, please call us at
501-982-2876. God Bless You!

