
Good News                 November 2025 

Our Money Story 
 
Over the last few weeks we have been 
using the series called “Our Money 
Story.”   As we have looked at scripture, 
we have focused on four major themes.   
 
Remember-The Israelites in the desert 
received manna: each one had enough, 
not more, not less, than what they 
needed.  We remember the ways that 
God has been with us and provided for 
us in the past.  God also has sustained us 
and given us what we need.   
 
Release-Jesus instructs the rich young 
man to sell his possessions and give the 
money to the poor.  He is offered free-
dom from fear, loneliness, and being enslaved to possessions and money.  As we 
relate to the things in our lives that have a hold on us, release is a gift that God of-
fers.  We can release guilt, shame, and greed and be freed to live in God’s grace.   
 
Reimagine- When the fields were harvested the Israelites were told to leave the 
edges of the field and the fallen grain for the needy.  Jesus laments the way the 
religious institution has neglected its mandate to care for the poor.  He called out 
the scribes who devoured widow’s houses, leaving them destitute.  We can re-
imagine the way the church and we, as individuals, take care of those in need in 
our communities. 
 
Restore- After Jesus’ death and resurrection, he came to his disciples as they were 
fishing and cooks breakfast for them.  He restores the relationship and invites 
them to turn from their fear and despair.  Jesus gives instructions: “Feed my 
sheep.”  God brings restoration as we turn to God for healing, grace, and renewed 
life.   
 
This theme has invited us to discover our own money stories as we also delve into 
God’s money story.  We have seen that God’s money story is one of liberation and 
justice.  We have been encouraged to transform the way we use our resources 
into more full expressions of who we are and what we believe.  With God’s help, 
let us strive to live out our faith in the ways we use our money and our resources.   



A Note from Mary Jane 
 
Dear church family, 
Thank you for your kindness 
and encouragement. The 
cake was lovely and delicious 
and I really appreciate the 
love you have shown me. I 
am so grateful to be part of a 
church that works together 
and where everyone uplifts 
and cares for each other. 
Thanks again for the cards 
and encouragement. It is 
priceless! With much love, 
Mary Jane 

A Note from Jacelynn 

 
I decided to join for a 
leadership opportunity 
for Make A Difference 
Day (MADD). After two 
leadership training 
events, the day to guide 
volunteers finally came 
around. My project event 
was cleaning out sites around the University of Arkansas. I was in charge 
of several things, like making sure everyone was given all the supplies 
needed, explaining all the sites that needed to be cleaned and where 
they were located, grouping up volunteers, etc. It was really fun! 



Church Happenings and Updates 
 

 Twelve people attended the church picnic on a 
blustery but warm day at Dupree Park on 
Saturday, October 18.   

 
 
 
 

 Game night on Thursday, October 9, was attended by 4 people.  
 Ten community members took part in the October community 

potluck.   
 The church submitted a grant request from the Mission of the Church 

committee of presbytery.  Our grant request for $1,500 was approved 
to help us pay for food and hygiene items so that we can share those 
items with people in our community.    

 The Property and Maintenance Committee will have its Fall Work Day 
at the church on Saturday, November 15, 8:30-12:00. 

 There will be no book study on November 26, the Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving. 

 The church office will be closed on November 28, the Friday after 
Thanksgiving. 



Notes and Updates 

From Mission and Outreach: 
 The Community Care room’s hours have been updated. They are 
Wednesday and Friday 8:30-2:30. On Sunday, snack bags only are given 
out between 11:15 and 11:45.  
 The community warming center will now be located at the New 
Commandment Community Church (COGIC). Supplies from the warming 
center are being transferred to them. Members of our congregation are 
encouraged to continue to support this important ministry.   
 

From the Property and Maintenance Committee: 
 Many maintenance projects have been completed in preparation 
for the 100th year anniversary celebration in October 2026. The 
completed projects include the following: the room off the fellowship 
hall where the bathroom is has had the walls repaired, the baseboard 
fixed, and the room has been painted, the bathroom has been painted 
and a new towel rack installed. Some light bulbs have been replaced in 
classrooms and others are in the process of being done. Some fixtures 
are being updated or replaced, and the CE room is being cleaned out. 
Projects that still need to be completed are shampooing the carpet in 
the sanctuary, painting areas in need, and shampooing or replacing 
stained carpet squares. 
 

Other notes: 
  The Lakepoint Recovery and Wellness Center is a substance use 
disorder rehabilitation center in Russellville, Arkansas. They operate the  
Giving Grace Marketplace which equips participants in their programs 
with food, clothing, and other needed household items to begin their 
new life beyond substance abuse. They were very interested in having 
our clothing racks to display their clothing. They will be collecting them 
soon along with curriculum for their Sunday School programs and other 
items we no longer need, but they can use. It is a blessing that these 
items can be reused instead of taking up space in our church.    



Ministers, Themes, and Scriptures for November 

Series Theme “Our Money Story” 
Nov. 2 Mary Lee    Psalm 148:1-5  John 21:1-14   

Restore  Communion   All Saints Day  

Nov. 9 Mary Jane    Psalm 17:1-8  Genesis 33:1-17  

Restore 

Nov. 16  Rev. Michael    Isaiah 65:17-25 Luke 21:5-19 

Nov. 23 Mary Jane    Luke 2:68-79  Jeremiah 23:1-6  

Communion Christ the King Sunday 

Attendance for October 

  Oct. 5: 26  Oct. 12: 25   Oct. 19: 27  Oct. 26: 23  

October Report from the Community Care Room 
 

In the month of October, we gave members of our community: 
 

   177 snack bags 
   64 pairs of pants or shorts  
   85 shirts, dresses, or hoodies 
   147  items of clothing such as socks or underwear 
   7 coats and jackets 
   3 bags or backpacks 
   4 pairs of shoes  
   6 items like belts, hats, or gloves  
   55 hygiene packs/individual hygiene items 
   7 blankets, sheets, or other bedding items 
   9 frozen dinners 
   3  dog treats or packets of dog food 
 

Thank you for your donations to the Community Care Room. Your 
generosity makes a difference! 



Session Report 
 
Session met on Sunday, October 26.  Bill attended the meeting to 
request becoming a member of the church.  After he shared some of his 
faith journey, the session unanimously and joyfully approved him for 
membership.  The session received reports from several committees.  
Social Media Team reported that we have 400 followers on Facebook.  
The treasurer reported that income was still less than the outflow.  
There was a brief discussion of the second video of the Boundary 
Training.  The video suggested that our church create a written covenant 
within the session and with the members.  It was decided that this might 
be done in the session retreat in January.  The next meeting is scheduled 
for December 14th.   

Save the Date! 
 
We’ll be decorating the church for Christmas on November 23 after the 
worship service.  Plan to stay as we transform our sanctuary to welcome 
the Christ Child.   

100th Anniversary Celebration 
 
We will have our 100th anniversary next year.  
It will be a special time to look back as we 
remember how God  led us through the 
years.  An Anniversary Task Force is being 
formed to plan for our Anniversary 
Celebration.  Barbara and Beth are co-chairs 
and Pam, Katie, and Rosie will also be on the task force.  If you would like 
to help plan and prepare our special celebration, please let someone on 
the task force know.   



Announcements 
 
On All Saints Day, Sunday, No-
vember 2, we will take time to 
remember and honor those who 
have gone before us.  
 
There will not be a Game Night 
in November. 
 
Bible Study will continue during 
November on Wednesdays at 
1:00 pm.  Join us for interesting  
discussion and sharing.   
 
Our elders who will serve on the 
Session for the class of 2027 are 
Beth, Rosie, and Dylan.  Rosie 
and Dylan will be ordained and 
all three will be installed in Janu-
ary.    Please pray for them as 
they lead our church. 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Requests from  
October 

Allison  
Barbara  
Cheryl  
Chris  
Datona  
Dee  
Eason  
Jill  
Jim  
Judy  
Louise  
Mike  
Pam  
Rachel  
Reed  
Scott  
Shauna  
Tara  
Toni  
The family of Bonnie  
 
Prayers of thanksgiving 
-a beautiful wedding for Rachel and 
Kathy 
-Tim getting good news from the VA 
- successful surgery for Pam  
- good news for Allison  



PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Contact Us 
1208 West Main St. 

(501) 982-2876 
firstpcjax@gmail.com 

 

https://
www.facebook.com/fpcjax/ 

 

firstpresjax.com 

First Presbyterian Church 

1208 West Main Street 

Jacksonville, AR 72076 

If you are receiving this newsletter by mistake or would rather get one at the church in person, please let 

us know.  If you know of someone who would like to receive this newsletter in the mail, please call  us at 

501-982-2876.  God Bless You! 

May the Christ who walks on wounded feet walk with you. 
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands stretch out 
your hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart open your 
heart to love. 
And as you leave this place, may you see the face of Christ on 
everyone you meet, and may everyone you meet see the face 
of Christ on you. 


