
Good News                 December 2025 

This year during Advent we 
will be using the series 
from A Sanctified Art called 
“What do you fear?  Insist-
ing on Hope this Advent.”  
This series invites us to 
identify where fear is pre-
sent-both in the Advent 
story and in our own lives- 
while also finding our way 
toward hope, with the an-
gels’ voices in our ears.  

 
 

Every Advent, we light can-
dles, sing carols, and pray for 
Christ’s coming because we 
believe God entered a fright-
ened world to bring good 
news.  We hold onto hope be-
cause we believe that Christ 
came for each of us.  Our hope 
is not flimsy or fleeting. It’s 
gritty, resilient, and can en-
dure-no matter what we fear. 
This season, let us insist on 
hope and trust that good news 
is greater than fear.   

Nativity artwork by Megan  

Angel visiting Mary by Denisse  



New Warming Center Location  

 
First Presbyterian is no longer hosting the Jacksonville Warming Center 
during extreme cold.  The new location is at New Commandment Church 
on 703 S. James Street.  If you are interested in volunteering with them, 
call 501-457-7128  

Christmas Giving Opportunities 
“I needed clothes and you clothed me.” Matthew 25:36 

 
This year, instead of the mitten tree 
as part of our church Christmas 
decorations, we will have a manger 
for donations. We are collecting 
gloves and undergarments for the 
Community Care Room.  We need 
gloves and socks in all sizes, men’s 
underwear in small through extra 
large sizes, women’s underwear in 
sizes 5-8. 
 
 

 
“What you do for the least of these, 

you do for me.” Matthew 25:40 



Decorating the Church for Christmas 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Note About Our Advent Theme 
  

From A Sanctified Art “As we discussed our Advent theme and how hope and 
fear are interwoven in our lives, a vision emerged:  hands gently cupped 
around candles at a vigil. When we gather at a vigil, fear is often present, 
weighing on us like a heavy fog. The candle in our hands can feel fragile, 
insignificant, the flame easily extinguished.  But when we turn to our neighbors 
to spread the light, it multiplies, wrapping the whole community in warmth. 
The darkness is not eradicated; if anything, it further illuminates the flicker of 
the candles. In these vigil spaces, grief and fear dance with gratitude and hope. 
In these spaces, we find courage and unity. We are reminded that God is near. 
This vision captures our prayer for this Advent series: that it will illuminate both 
our hopes and our fears and remind us that God is near. 
 As we developed the branding, we thought that the image of a lantern 
could similarly hold these ideas together. Lanterns are often used to light the 
way as we gently step forward into unseen or unknown territory. The lantern, 
like hope, steadies our hands and eyes as we walk forward through the night. In 
the logo, a lantern contains the swirl of a flame—it’s active and powerful, like 
the Holy Spirit, and like the hope that burns inside us. The candlelight cannot 
be contained, and so, like hope, it grows, emanating into our guiding question 
for the season, “What do you fear?” The branding photography captures the 
beauty of both dark and light by focusing on the patterned shadows cast from a 
lantern. From this ethereal space where our greatest fears greet our most 
palpable hopes, possibility emerges.” 



Ministers, Themes, and Scriptures for December 

December 7 Mary Jane   Isaiah 43:19-21 Matthew 11:1-11  

When we’re running out of hope, God is at work 

December 14   Mary Lee   Jeremiah 1:4-10 Luke 1:26-39  

Even in our fear, we are called forward 

December 21 Mary Jane   Isaiah 41:5-10  Matthew 1:18-25  

When you’re afraid, give me your hand 

December 24 Mary Jane   Luke 2:1-20   

Good news is louder than fear: Christmas Eve candlelight service 6:30  

December 28 Mary Jane   Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23  

Let fear fuel a fire for justice 

Attendance for November 
Nov. 2: 26 Nov. 9: 20 Nov. 16: 24 Nov. 23: 23 Nov. 30: 20  

November Report from the Community Care Room 
 

In the month of November, we gave members of our community: 

 214 snack bags 
 66 pairs of pants or shorts  
 109 shirts, dresses, or hoodies 
 111 items of clothing such as socks or underwear 
 19 coats and jackets 
 8 bags or backpacks 
 9 pairs of shoes  
 19 items like belts, hats, or gloves  
 94 hygiene packs/individual hygiene items 
 19 blankets, sheets, or other bedding items 
 4 packets of dog food or dog treats  
 1 Bible 
 

Thank you for your donations to the Community Care Room. Your 
generosity makes a difference! 



Session Report 
 
The session did not meet in November. The next session meeting is 
December 14, after worship services. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 6:30  
 
Come worship at the special evening service for 
Christmas Eve on Wednesday, December 24, at 6:30. 
 
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

100th Anniversary Celebration 
 
We will have our 100th anniversary next year.  It will be a special time to 
look back as we remember how God has led us through the years.  An 
Anniversary Task Force is being formed to 
plan for our Anniversary Celebration.  Barbara  
and Beth are co-chairs and Pam , Katie, and 
Rosie will also be on the task force.   
If you would like to help plan and prepare our 
special celebration, please let someone on 
the task force know.   

A New Baby! 
 
Beth’s great nephew, Thomas James, was born on December 3. Everyone 
is happy and healthy! 



Announcements 
 
 
Bible Study will continue during 
December on Wednesdays at 
1:00 pm.  We are reading and 
discussing “Voices of Advent” by 
Matthew L. Skinner.  Join us for 
engaging discussion.   
 
Presbyterian Women’s Circle will 
meet on Tuesday, December 16, 
at 10:00.  Everyone is welcome.   
 
Jacelynn Macias will be going on 
the 2026 Honduras Mission Trip 
of the Presbytery of Arkansas.  
The group will be there during 
spring break week, March 21-28.  
Please be in prayer for her as 
she prepares for this important 
ministry.   
 
We will not have Bible Study on 
December 24 or December 31. 
 
 
 

Prayer Requests from  
November 

 
Beth  
Ed  
Jill  
Jim  
Judy  
Louise  
Michael  
Norman  
Tara  
Toni  
Toshiaki and family 
The family of Bill  
The family of Ethan  
 
Prayers of thanksgiving for Bill 
joining the church. 



PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Contact Us 
1208 West Main St. 

(501) 982-2876 
firstpcjax@gmail.com 

 

https://
www.facebook.com/fpcjax/ 

 

firstpresjax.com 

First Presbyterian Church 

1208 West Main Street 

Jacksonville, AR 72076 

If you are receiving this newsletter by mistake or would rather get one at the church in person, please let 

us know.  If you know of someone who would like to receive this newsletter in the mail, please call  us at 

501-982-2876.  God Bless You! 

May the Christ who walks on wounded feet walk with you. 
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands stretch out 
your hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart open your 
heart to love. 
And as you leave this place, may you see the face of Christ on 
everyone you meet, and may everyone you meet see the face 
of Christ on you. 


