GOOd NeWS January 2026

Dear Church Family,

As we welcome 2026 we move from the joy of Christmas into a year full
of promise and possibility. As we celebrated the birth of our Savior this
past week, | pray that each of you experienced the peace and wonder of
Emmanuel—God with us. Whether you gathered with loved ones or
found quiet moments of reflection, may the light of Christ continue to
shine brightly in your heart.

| also know that for some in our church family, this season is difficult.
There may have been empty chairs around your table or expectations
that were not met. Please know that your grief is seen and held tenderly
by this community and by our compassionate God. May you find comfort
in the promise that those who belong to Christ are never truly separated
from us, and that the same Lord who entered our world as a baby knows
intimately what it means to experience loss and sorrow.

As we stand on the threshold of 2026, I'm grateful for this faith commu-
nity and the ways we support and encourage one another through every
season—both joyful and sorrowful. The new year brings fresh opportuni-
ties to grow in grace, to serve with love, and to walk more closely with
the Lord.

May God bless you abundantly in the days ahead. May His presence
guide your steps, His peace guard your hearts, and His love overflow in
all you do.

With gratitude and hope,
Mary Jane




The Trail of Tears lasted from 1830-1850. It sent members of the
“Five Civilized Tribes” (Cherokee, Muscogee, Seminole, Chickasaw, and
Choctaw) from their homes in the southeastern United States to the
newly designated Indian Territory west of the Mississippi River.

As a member of the Choctaw nation, | have had the opportunity to
participate three times in the virtual Trail of Tears. That means that |
have to walk a certain number of steps in a certain amount of time. The
steps are tracked on my smart watch, which is connected to an app on
my phone. The trail takes us from Mississippi to Oklahoma.

The first time, in 2024, my brother, sister, and | formed a team,
completed the trail which went through Jacksonville and Little Rock very
easily (thanks to my brother), and each received a medal. My brother
has always walked every day. It’s nothing for him to walk 12,000 to
15,000 steps in one day. So my sister and | were icing on the cake.

This year, the time for the virtual trail was from April 1 —July 31,
went through Camden and Old Washington, and was 732,000 steps.
There couldn’t be teams and the task was to walk 10,000 steps per day. |
had NEVER walked 10,000 steps per day in my life! | was lucky if | walked
2,000 steps per day! | reluctantly agreed to walk the virtual trail. |
started slow, and gradually learned that if | walked at a normal pace for
an hour, | could walk 6,000 steps. By mid-June, | was up to 10,000+ steps
per day. OnlJuly 16, | had walked 735,706 steps! | was very proud of my
accomplishment! | have received the medal that you see in the pictures.

As | walked, | knew that | could walk in a :
comfortable environment, like the community
center, and | could walk when | wanted to walk. My
ancestors had no choice. I'm still continuing to walk,
both for myself and for my ancestors. | have now
completed another virtual Trail of Tears, this time as
another team with my brother and sister.

— Barry




Star Words
Epiphany celebrates the Magi following
the star to find the Christ Child to honor
and worship him. We will celebrate
Epiphany on January 4 and will continue
our tradition of receiving a Star Word.
Your word might encourage prayer or
reflection or be a guide throughout the
coming year for you. You might place
your star word somewhere you will see it regularly as you see God
moving through, around, or in connection to that word.

Dear Church Family,

Thank you for the Christmas gift. Your kindness and encouragement
means the world to me. Itis an honor and a privilege to serve God and
to serve you in this place.

In God’s grace,

Mary Jane

Dear First Presbyterian,

Thank you so much for your Christmas gift! | am grateful for your
generosity, and for the chance to work with such wonderful people.
Thank you again,

Jennifer

, Thank you to the North Pulaski County
@+ Retired Teachers
i . who donated to




From A Sanctified Art

in danger? What fear might we be called to P\

Rev. Dr. Boyung Lee asks, “Who among us is

carrying something sacred and heavy, quietly

move through-not for our sake, but for the
sake of others? How might our love-fragile,
imperfect, but real-become the ground
where God’s promise takes root? This week,
we’re not asked to fix the world.

We’'re asked to take each other’s hands and
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walk forward into it-together.” ‘ n b
“Stay With Me” by T. Denise Anderson

Sometimes saying “yes” to God’s call
fills us with fear. Life Mary, we fear that
we aren’t enough. That we’ll be alone.
That no one will listen. And yet God
calls us forward, inviting us to live fully
into who we are created to be and
promising to be with us every step of
the way. Each day presents many
moments to practice small, quiet acts of
courage. May we say “yes” to God,

even when our knees shake and our

“Mary’s Yes” by Lisle Gwynn Garrity voices tremble.




Special Events

On December 21, the church hosted its monthly community potluck
with special Advent activities.

On December 28, the church held worship
services in the fellowship hall and enjoyed
breakfast and fellowship with members of
the community.




Ministers, Themes, and Scriptures for January
January 4 Mary Jane Isaiah 60:1-6 Matt. 2:1-12, 16-18

Fear doesn’t stop us
January 11 Michael V. Psalm 29 Matthew 3:13-17
Baptism of the Lord
January 18 Mary Jane Psalm 40:1-11 John 1:29-42
January 25 Michael S. 1 Kings 19:4-8 Hebrews 12:1-3

Attendance for December

Dec. 7: 27 Dec. 14: 20 Dec. 21: 34 Dec. 28:38

December Report from the Community Care Room

In the month of December, we gave members of our community:

« 197 snack bags

. 74 hygiene packs/individual hygiene items

. 45 pairs of pants or shorts

. 75 shirts, dresses, or hoodies

. 97 items of clothing such as socks or underwear
. 13 coats and jackets

. 4 bags or backpacks

. 8 pairs of shoes

. 78 accessories like hats, scarves, or gloves

. 33 blankets, sheets, or other bedding items

Thank you for your donations to the Community Care Room. Your
generosity makes a difference!




Last Call to Bring Gifts for the Manger
Please bring your gifts of gloves and underwear this Sunday to add to
the manger. These will be given to those in need in our community.

100th Anniversary Celebration
It’s here! The year 2026 will be our 100" year as a
congregation. We will have a special celebration in -
October. It will be a wonderful time to look back as
we remember how God has led us through the
years. If you have suggestions or would like to serve
on the Anniversary Task Force please let Barbara or Beth know.

Session Report
The session met after church on December 28. Mary Jane reminded us of all
the activities the church had done in November and December and we were
impressed with the many things that were accomplished. Perla, the treasurer,
reported that the deficit in the budget has greatly decreased due to several
factors including an increase in pledges, several love offerings, grants for the
outreach programs, interest from a matured CD, and receiving more interest
for our accounts from Arkansas Federal Credit Union. She reminded us that
everyone needed to be extremely mindful of their spending in the new year
because we are still in a deficit. Session approved a recommendation from the
finance committee that there should be a limit of S500 on credit card
purchases without prior approval of the respective committee chair. Personnel
Committee authorized a raise for both Jennifer, the secretary, and Kathie, the
nursery attendant. Communion dates for 2026 were approved. New elder
training was set for January 10 and the session retreat will be on January 24.
Installation and ordination of new elders will be a part of the January 11 church
service. Lomanco Company is thinking about the possibility of establishing a
daycare for their employees in Jacksonville and approached the church to see if
they could use some space in the church. The session was interested, but had
many questions, so dialogue will be ongoing. The next session meeting will be
Saturday, January 24.




Announcements

It’s time to take down the Advent/
Christmas decorations in the
church! Everyone is invited to stay
after the worship service on Janu-
ary 4 to help remove the decora-
tions. Many hands make light
work!! Please plan to help if you
can!

We will not have Hospitality Time
on January 4. The next Hospitality
Time will be February 1.

Bible Study will resume on January
7 and continue on Wednesdays at
1:00 pm. We are reading and dis-
cussing “Voices of Advent” by
Matthew L. Skinner. Join us for
engaging discussion.

Presbyterian Women’s Circle will
meet on Tuesday, January 20, at
10:00. Everyone is welcome.

Jacelynn will be going on the 2026
Honduras Mission Trip of the Pres-
bytery of Arkansas. The group will
be there during spring break
week, March 21-28. Please be in
prayer for her as she prepares for
this important ministry.

Prayer Requests from

December
Beth
The family of Bill
Emma

Emily and her family
Jacob and Rachel with baby T.J.
Jim

Jill

Judy

Kirsten

Lisa

Louise

Lynette

Michael

Norman

Sean and family

Tara and her son Daniel
Toni




Contact Us
1208 West Main St.
(501) 982-2876
firstpcjax@gmail.com

https://
www.facebook.com/fpcjax/

firstpresjax.com

May the Christ who walks on wounded feet walk with you.
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands stretch out
your hands to serve.

May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart open your
heart to love.

And as you leave this place, may you see the face of Christ on
everyone you meet, and may everyone you meet see the face
of Christ on you.

First Presbyterian Church

1208 West Main Street g‘ll:ﬁl\c/llé
Jacksonville, AR 72076 HERE

If you are receiving this newsletter by mistake or would rather get one at the church in person, please let

us know. If you know of someone who would like to receive this newsletter in the mail, please call us at
501-982-2876. God Bless You!



